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The Target Audience 


As a writer in college working 
to hone my craft, I’ve reached the 
point where I must learn about my 
target audience. 

Consumer America is driven by 
profit, and if I want my works to be 
picked up by a publishing house, 

I have to be willing to 


in the context of a church service. 
The type of music we typically 
play, the seating arrangements, 
whether we use incense or have 
communion every week—these 
things are, as first priority, 
implements to help us worship God 
together. 


understand how to 
market my work so that 
it has the greatest 
appeal to the largest, 
most relevant audience 
around it. That way, I'll 
have the greatest 
chance of reaching 
these people so that 
they may enjoy my 
work and be moved by 
it, and so that I can pay 
the bills and keep 
myself fed. 

Though I am loath 
to analogize too closely 
consumerism and 
Christianity, 

I do wonder what the 
target audience of my 
Christian walk is. 

An obvious answer 
is God, the audience of 
one. His opinion, this 
relationship we are 
building together, is 
what I care about; if 
my words and deeds 
are pleasing to him, 
then what does it 
matter what others 
think? I will have kept 
the most important 
thing, and I will be on 
proper terms with God. 

That perspective has merit. The 
approval of God is one that most 
counts, and we want to make sure 
that everything we do is a sweet- 
smelling offering of worship to our 
Lord, an act that delights and 
honors our creator. 

But, using this relationship as 
the sole gauge of effectiveness falls 
short of the full context of a 
Christian walk. We do not exist in a 
vacuum; rather, we interact with 
and are observed by others 
constantly. They are our audience 
as well, whether we take them into 
account or not. 

This idea comes up occasionally 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead Mennonite 
Church 


But on another level, 
they help us as people 
feel the appeal of the 
space, of the public 
gathering of believers. 

Finally, these things 
also help others outside 
of our group see the ap- 
peal, a method to at- 
tract them through the 
doors, to make their 
acceptance of our invi- 
tations something they 
won’t regret. In this 
way, we may well look 
at our church serv- 
ices as “marketing” 
our walk with God, 
taking into account 
our audience so 
that we might reach 
them and pull them 
closer to him. 

This analogy 
goes beyond the 
corporate to the in- 
dividual. As much 
as the audience of 
our Christian walk 
is God, our au- 
dience is also the 
people we pass on 
the streets, the 
friend groups with 
whom we hang out, the coworkers 
or clients at our businesses. They 
may not be God, but they are still 
affected by our actions. As my 
mother says, “We may be the only 
Jesus someone sees.” Through the 
words we say and the things we do, 
we may be drawing people closer 
to God—or pushing them further 
away. 

At least for me, the way I 
choose to display my Christian life 
may well depend on those with 
whom I’m interacting. Not to say 
that I’m hiding who I am or 
pretending to be something I’m 
not; I’m still a Christian in all my 
contexts, wherever I go, and I 


never wish to deny that. But I want 
to be sensitive to the needs of those 
around me. I want to help them feel 
the attractiveness of a personal 
relationship with God. 

There are some groups where I 
can belt out Christian songs or talk 
about how God has blessed me or 
spontaneously start a prayer of 
intercession without anyone batting 
an eye. 

Other groups, the furthest I can 
go before people block their ears 
and leave the room is to say a 
simple “Thank you, Lord,” or to 
ask if I might pray for them in my 
private time. Sometimes they 
refuse, and I have to accept that. 
God sees them, God knows them 
and their needs, whether or not I 
directly intercede on their behalf. 
In many ways, I believe that is 
more than enough. 

Of course, this gentle approach 
may not always be appropriate. 
Sometimes what people need is a 
rebuke, for someone to kick down 
the door and scream the love of 
God into their face. For some 
people, this is just the push they 
need to see that a relationship with 
God is what they’re missing. 

And that’s the point. Different 
contexts, different people, different 
needs, one life that I can live. Just 
as I must discern the best ways to 
reach the target audience of my 
fantasy fiction writings, so too 
must I work to discern how I can 
be the best witness to those around 
me. Sometimes that’ll mean the 
Christian t-shirt and the Chick 
tract. Sometimes it’s the tearful hug 
as we mourn together. Sometimes 
it’s just the way I listen as they talk 
about their day. And when the 
people around me see the respect 
and sensitivity I grant them, often 
I’m met with respect in turn. 
They’ ll accept that I am a 
Christian, one willing to interact 
with them wherever they are. 
They’ ll see what a relationship 
with God can look like. And 
maybe, just maybe, they’ ll be 
willing to learn more. 

Where the relationship goes 
from there, God knows. 


Know the Answers to your SS Questions 


Securing today 
and tomorrow 


Question: 

Can my wife receive 
spousal benefits? 

G. Lorente, Miramar 
Answer: 

Even if you have never 
worked under Social 
Security, your spouse 
may be eligible for bene- 
fits if she is at least age 
62 and you are 
receiving retirement or 
disability benefits. Your 
spouse may also qualify 
for Medicare at age 65. 


Question: 

Can you receive 
ex-spouse benefits? 

A. Rodriguez, 

Florida City 

Answer: 

If you are divorced, 
your ex-spouse can 
receive benefits on her 


Question: 

How much will my 
spouse receive, if he 
qualifies for benefits 
under my Social 


Security? record (even if she has 
C. Perez, Hialeah remarried) if: 
Answer: e Your marriage lasted 10 


If your spouse qualifies 
for benefits on her own 
record, we will pay that 
amount first. If the 
benefit on their record is 
higher, they will get an 
additional amount on 
their record so that the 
combination of benefits 
equals that higher 
amount. 


years or more. 
e Your ex-spouse is not 
married. 

e Your former spouse is 
age 62 or older. 

e The benefit your 
ex-spouse is entitled to 
receive under her own job 
is less than the benefit 
she would receive under 
her job. 

e You are entitled to 
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Social Security retirement 
or disability benefits. 
Question: 

Ask: How much can my 
ex-spouse receive? 

A. Lindburg, 

Bay Harbour 

Answer: 

If you have not 
applied for re- 
tirement 
benefits, but 
may qualify for 
them, your 
ex-spouse can 
receive benefits 
on your record if 
you have been 
divorced for at 
least two 
continuous 
years. If your ex-spouse 
is entitled to retirement 
benefits on his or her own 
record, we'll pay that 
amount first. If the bene- 
fit on their record is 
higher, they will receive 
an additional amount on 
their record so that the 
combination of benefits 
equals that higher 
amount. The amount of 
benefits your former 
spouse receives has no 
effect on the amount of 
benefits you or your cur- 
rent spouse may receive. 


Question: 

How do I accumulate 
Social Security credits 
and how many are needed 
to qualify for benefits? 

N. Urbieta, Hollywood 


Answer: 

We use the total annual 
amount of your earnings 
to calculate your Social 
Security credits. In 2022, 
the amount of earnings 
needed for a credit is 
$1,510. You may earn a 
maximum of four credits 
in any one year. The 
amount you need to earn 
a credit automatically 
increases each year as 
average earnings levels 
increase. You need to 
accumulate a certain 
number of credits to 
qualify for Social 
Security benefits. The 
number of credits you 
need depends on your age 
when you apply and the 
type of benefit you are 
applying for. No one will 
need more than 40 credits 
to receive any Social 
Security benefits. 


Question: 

What is the earliest age 

I can start receiving 
Social Security retirement 
benefits? 

J. Peterson, Davie 
Answer: 

You can start receiving 
Social Security retirement 
benefits as early as age 
62, but your monthly 
benefit amount is reduced 
by about 30 percent 
because you'll start 
receiving them before 
your full retirement age. 


Temple Hatikvah 
Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 


305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 
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Wanda (Joy) Hodge 


Wanda Hodge (Joy) died 
peacefully at The Palace 
Gardens in Homestead, FL 
on September 8, 2022. She 
was ready to personally 
meet Jesus and to rejoin her 
beloved husband, Morgan 
Hodge, and her family and 
friends in the Lord’s 
Kingdom. 

Joy was born in Homestead, FL on August 24, 
1930, in a house called Mrs. Hunt’s Hospital. Her 
father was Henry Peters and her mother Mildred 
Campbell. She was raised and greatly loved by her 
grandparents, Archie and Juanita Campbell. 

Joy graduated from Homestead High School in 
1948, where she was a cheerleader and homecoming 
queen. Upon graduation, Joy worked briefly for the 
telephone company and afterwards in various 
administrative roles over 20 years at DiMare Produce, 
at the time known as Florida Tomato Packers. 

Additionally, Joy was a member of Homestead 
Baptist Church, bridge clubs, the National Guard 
Woman’s Club, and others. 

She was a great mother and treated her son-in-law like 
he was her son. Her gift from the Holy Spirit was mak- 
ing others feel good about themselves. 

Joy is survived by her daughter, Sherri Trice; her 
son- in-law, Jim Trice, her grandson; Lee Trice; and 
numerous nieces and cousins. 

Per Joy’s wishes, a simple grave side service will 
take place at Palms Woodland Cemetery on Friday, 
September 23, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. The service will be 
officiated by Pastor Howard Harden. 

Should friend’s desire to contribute in lieu of 
flowers, please consider a donation to the “Palace 
Gardens Employee Holiday Fund” and mail to The 
Palace, 3100 NE 8th Street, Homestead FL 33033. 
Over eight years, the love and respect she received at 
the Palace was truly God sent. 


Little ears are listening 


The importance of using positive self-talk 


BPT - 

Think about 
how often you 
say remarks out 
loud like: "This 
outfit looks 
terrible on me," 
or "I don't like 
the way my 
hair looks," or 
even, "I wish 
that my nose 
was straighter." 
Beyond appear- 
ances, often- 
times we can be 
hard on our 
abilities, saying things like, "That was so careless of 
me," or "I'm terrible at math." Comments like these 
seem innocuous enough, but can have a lasting effect 
on the little ones who are listening to our every word. 

According to an article in Psychology Today, when 
parents feel good about themselves, they are better 
able to extend a positive sense of self to their children. 
That's why it's important to practice positive self-talk 
to teach your kids confidence and train them to see 
themselves in a good light. 


Say encouraging words and positive mantras 

Joy Turner, vice president of education at Kiddie 
Academy, says it's important to model daily affirma- 
tions, which you can turn into a game. "When you're 
sitting down to dinner each night, develop the habit of 
going around the table to say a positive thing about 
your day and something you did well. Don't just have 
your children do it - make sure to include affirmations 
about yourself, too," said Turner. 

When you start thinking of things in a positive light 
or looking on the bright side, it creates less stress and 
anxiety in your children. Focus on using encouraging 
words and family mantras that will pop into your 
children's minds when they're feeling down on 
themselves. Don't know where to start? A family 
mantra could be as simple as, "We are Smiths, and 
Smiths always try their best!" 


Set attainable goals and expectations 

The same can be said for both parents and their 
children - setting attainable goals and expectations is 
essential to higher self-confidence and satisfaction. If 
you only were to set goals that you could never 
achieve, you would always feel like you're coming up 
short. Your self-esteem would be low, and you would 
probably not speak very highly of yourself. The same 
goes for children whose parents place unrealistic 
expectations on them. Let your children set goals and 
encourage them to meet them, but always stay posi- 
tive. Find ways to reframe negative thoughts to help 
your child develop this skill to carry into adulthood. 


Leave room for mistakes 

Everyone makes mistakes; it's how we deal with 
them that determines the lesson we will learn. 
Remember that every mistake your kids make is a 
learning experience and an opportunity for them to 
grow. Positively reinforcing that they can do better 
next time or that they can try again will help them to 
cope with failures in the future without affecting their 
self-esteem. 

Children are watching and learning from their 
parents constantly, which means it's important to 
model the behaviors you want your children to 
develop. Focus on the good in the children and speak 
nicely about yourself, and you will show children the 
importance of treating themselves with 
kindness and grace. 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 
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